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..from David’s Desk

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead”

1 Cor. 15:20

First, Paul writes in his letter to the Corinthian church: “If Christ has
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those
also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hope
in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (1 Cor. 15:17-19) But then
Paul declares the great Good News in 1 Cor. 15:20: “But in fact Christ has
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.”

Easter comes during the springtime of the year, and coincides with
the obvious signs of nature’s reawakening following a long and cold winter’s
hibernation. Trees and shrubs are putting forth fragrant blooms and bud-
ding leaves. The wild life of forest and field are bringing forth a new genera-
tion of their new born. All of this is nature’s response to our sun moving ever
higher in the sky and warming our good earth.

So powerful are the signs of spring that some have thought the
church’s celebration of Easter is nothing more than a celebration of spring
time and the renewal of life that comes in the spring of the year.

For the church, Easter is the bold claim by the church that on that
first Easter morning God raised Jesus from the dead into the life eternal.
This miracle we call the Resurrection. Because of the Resurrection Jesus’
tomb was empty. Because of the Resurrection, the risen Christ could meet
with His amazed disciples; could eat with them; and did commission them to
build up His church by taking the Good News of His Resurrection throughout
the world. “Making disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey eve-
rything that | have commanded you.” (Mt. 28: 19-20)

Spring time is a wonderful time of year and should be received as a
gift from God as a time of rebirth, renewed life, a celebration of life in all of
its vitalities. But Easter is something more, infinitely more: it is the Good
News that in Jesus Christ God has defeated both sin and death, and through
our faith in Him, will give us the gift of life eternal.

By God’s grace may we believe in Christ’s Resurrection; and may we
live the new life of grateful obedience that God offers us in the Good News
of Easter! AMEN Happry Easter, Darnid,
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Staff

Rev. David A. Dickerson,
D.Min —Pastor

Mrs. Lori Turner—Music
Director

Mrs. Dannette Heinlein—
Secretary/Bookkeeper

Mr. Hall Bailey—
Treasurer

Mr. John Kilby —Clerk of
Session

Session Members

e Class of 2025:
Fred Coots, Lynne Bolton,
Jim Porter

o Class of 2026:
Lyn Burton, Hal Bailey,
Patsy Dickerson

e Class of 2027:
Cathy Goad, Patty Vari,
Teri Walker

It may be spring time, but remember

that our furnace is not working so
dress appropriately for church, it may
be cool inside.
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On Sunday, April 6, 2025, Fincastle Presbyterian Church will
welcome the Youth Group of 2nd Presbyterian Church and their
leaders to join us in our worship service at 10:30 am. The Wor-
ship Committee will provide the Fellowship Time refreshments
on this Sunday.

The committee would like to pass along the following infor-

mation:
Report from the 1. We would like to thank all those members who filled out
Pastor Nomir\ating the questionnaire form for what you would prefer we
) search for in a new minister. It was amazing that a pre-
Committee: dominate number of members are wanting the same
Paul Phillippe, Chairman attributes, so your guidance for us is very helpful and

appreciated. In addition, we had a really good number
of responses sent in to us.

Hal Bailey, 2. The Church Information Form is now complete and is
Alan Brenner, presently being submitted to the presbytery search co-

Bill walker ordinator assigned to our church for their review and
approval. Upon the coordinator’s approval, it will imme-
diately be sent on to the presbytery office for them to
start sending our church information out to ministers
who would like to view and consider it.

Cathy Goad,




Lenten Litany

During the season of Lent, we come before you in prayer, say-
ing

We pray to you, God.

That we may have strength to resist temptation

We pray to you, God.

That we may show compassion and courage in good times and
bad

We pray to you, God.

That we may be open to receive the new life you promise

We pray to you, God.

That we may find our true home, welcomed by your

love,

We pray to you, God.

That we may grow in generosity of spirit

We pray to you, God.

That we may follow Jesus, learning from His example of service.

We pray to you, God. Merciful God, hear our pray-
er. Amen

Lenten Lunches at
Fincastle United
Methodist Church—
Noon (a light lunch
is provided after
each service. The

last service is on

April 2—Wednesday
at 12:05.

Palm Sunday
April 13

Maundy Thursday
April 17

Easter Sunday
April 20




Musical Notes

The choirs are
busily preparing
beautiful music

for the Lent and
Easter season. It’s
never too late to
join in! See Lori if
you have an inter-
est in being part
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Palm Sunday

see next page

20
Easter—
see next page
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Plans for the week between Palm Suvwla(tj and Easter
va\,daa

***Remember to Order your Easter Lillies by Wednesday, April 2 (515 each)***

«Tenebrae Service

«The story of the last week of Jesus’ life in-
cluding the Last Supper

«Communion by intinction

Easter Sunday,
April 20, 2025

«No Sunday School on Palm Sunday
«Fellowship Time will be before worship
eThere will be a BREAKFAST at 9:30 am
«Proceed into the Sanctuary at 10:25 with
Palms—gather at the basement door
after breakfast to get your palms and
proceed to the worship service.

April 17,
*
2025 7 pm

«Sunrise Service with FUMC in Godwin
Cemetery at 7 am, breakfast to follow in
the Family Life Center

«9:30 Sunday School at FPC

«10:30 regular worship service with gather-
ing music starting at 10:20 am

«One Great Hour of Sharing will be
collected



